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On April 11 in Washington, the Pentagon released a statement reporting that Panama-born 1st
Sgt. Roberto Enrique Bryan, 42, has been charged with premeditated murder and three counts of
aggravated assault on Panamanians during the US invasion. The statement said Bryan is charged
with the murder of "an unidentified Panamanian man by shooting him with an M-16 rifle on or
about December 23." The sergeant is also accused of striking a Panamanian man on the hand with
the butt of his rifle, striking another man on the head with the butt of his rifle and striking a third
man in the back with a section of rubber hose. Army Maj. Joe Padilla said Bryan was not being
held in detention. If convicted, the sergeant could be sentenced to death or life imprisonment,
dishonorable discharge, reduction in rank, and forfeiture of all pay and allowances. A report in the
Army Times, said Bryan allegedly shot an unarmed prisoner following an incident at a roadblock
when a grenade was thrown at US soldiers. Bryan was serving in the 3rd battalion of the 504th
parachute infantry regiment, 82nd airborne division, stationed at Fort Bragg, NC. He joined the
army in 1971. (Basic data from DPA, AFP, 04/11/90)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

